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They found the town silent, apparently abandoned. Then they found the first body, strangely swollen

and still warm. One hundred fifty were dead, three hundred fifty missing. But the terror had only

begun in the tiny mountain town of Snowfield, California. At first they thought it was the work of a

maniac. Or terrorists. Or toxic contamination. Or a bizarre new disease. But then they found the

truth. And they saw it in the flesh. And it was worse than anything any of them had ever imaginedâ€¦
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I avoided Dean Koontz like the plague since the day some years ago when I attempted to read his

novel "Mr. Murder." I found that book so formulaic and tedious that I swore never to read another of

his books. I did not even finish "Mr. Murder," a rarity for me because I always strive to finish any

book I pick up. When I recently decided to cast my nets a little wider into the vast seas of the horror

genre, I looked for something by Koontz that other readers praised. Repeatedly, I found that his

book "Phantoms" came highly recommended by nearly everyone who read it. So, with my sense of

smell ready to detect the slightest hint of staleness or boredom, I dove right into this 1983 Koontz

novel. My analysis: of the many horror novels I have read over the years, "Phantoms" may be the

best of the batch, ranking right up there with Stephen King's "It" as one of my all-time favorites.The

author wastes little time getting right into the story. Dr. Jennifer Paige and her little sister Lisa are

driving to Jennifer's house in Snowfield, California. Jenny was never close to her sister due to the

rigorous demands of medical school and the headache of establishing a practice in the small town.

When their mother dies suddenly, Jenny steps in to take care of Lisa. The poignancy of this action



quickly shatters when the two arrive in Snowfield. The town appears to be completely uninhabited.

Jenny and Lisa realize that no one is walking around town and that no cars are on the streets. An

even ruder shock overwhelms the two women when they find Jennifer's housekeeper dead on the

kitchen floor. Even eerier is the condition of the dead body, which has uniform bruising over every

inch of the skin.
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